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Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen 

May peace be upon us,

A very good morning.

At the outset, allow me to express my sincere appreciation to the Chairman of the Committee for External Relations of St. Petersburg and the Chamber of Commerce of St. Petersburg, for inviting me to this conference. Our forum today is indeed timely and highly relevant in the context of responding to the multi-faceted challenges that we are currently facing in the region. 

The very definition of security has traditionally been focused on military and domestic security, to ensure the safety and security of citizens as well as a country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. But now, the definition of national security has evolved. Our world has rapidly transformed into borderless realms, more intertwined and very much interconnected. What happens in one country can have significant impacts for the security of another country. 

One of the most challenging and pressing issues nowadays is global terrorist threats. The 2017 US State Department Country Report on Terrorism stated that almost 59% (percent) of all terrorist attacks in 2017 took place in Asia. Sadly, terrorism is not new to Indonesia, and even Russia. We all remember the 2 terror acts in Bali on 2002 and 2005, and the most recent one in Surabaya on May 2018. Let’s not also forget the bombing in St. Petersburg metro station in 2017. In a broader scale, Southeast Asia and Western European countries have also experienced terror attack. From major European cities like Paris, Brussels, London, to beautiful Asian cities like Mumbai, and even Marawi in the Philippines. The bottom line is no country is immune against this kind of threat.
As of 2017, our national data shows that law enforcement has been imposed to 172 perpetrators of terrorist attacks. Ten of them are convicted, 76 people are still on trial, and 68 others are under investigation. Alongside those numbers, 16 were killed by the law-enforcement operations, including Santoso (ISIS self-proclaimed representative in Indonesia), five are released and two were killed while conducting terror acts.

SECURITY LANDSCAPE IN INDONESIA AND THE REGION

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Indonesia is a country with a population of more than 260 million and 85% are of Islamic faith. There are approximately 300 million active mobile phone users, 132 million of them are actively connected to the Internet, 71.6 million of them are Facebook users. This demographical situation makes Indonesia prone to radical-views and hateful propaganda as well as the knowhow on improving their combat capabilities.
Churches, mosques, hotels, office buildings and even police station had been targeted by terrorists in Indonesia since the year 2000. The most recent one was in May 2018, when Indonesia experienced horrific terrorist attacks in its second largest city, Surabaya involving women and children. The new method of using women and children was unprecedented.
On the other part of the world, ISIS has lost much of its territory in the Middle East, and experienced the destruction of their basis, particularly in Iraq and Syria. Nevertheless, they continue to be a global threat, due to changes in their battle tactics and strategy in spreading their radical and extreme views. 

In the wake of its territorial losses, many Foreign Terrorists Fighters (FTF) from Iraq and Syria returned to their respective countries, creating both new strongholds and further reinforce the existing one, especially in the conflict zones. They managed to inspire new recruits and expanded to other regions, including Southeast Asia by linking up with local militant groups, which further aggravate the terrorist threat in these regions.

The Marawi siege in the Philippines which lasted from May to October 2017 served as a clear example of the new nature of transformational cross-border terrorism. The participation of foreign fighters from other parts in Southeast Asia, and funding from ISIS terrorists in Iraq and Syria was channeled through Southeast Asia all the way to the southern Philippines. 
THREE-TIERS APPROACH

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Until today, the global community has not yet reached an agreement on the clear definition of terrorism, even though there has been on-going discussion on so many forums and levels. But the clock is ticking, and we should not dwell on semantics and definitions. Terrorism is a matter of urgency. It is a threat against humanity. It is a delicate matter which requires comprehensive and inclusive approach. With that in mind, Indonesian Government has taken structured steps and measures using three-tiers approach, namely national, bilateral, and regional/global level. 
National
On National level, we use not only law enforcement (or, the hard approach), but also soft approach, such as de-radicalization, counter-radicalization, counter-opinion and counter-narration, as well as counter-ideology policies. Some important steps taken on national level are as follows:
1. Revision of National Counter-Terrorism Law, which has been approved by Parliament in May last year, not long after the Surabaya bombing. The newly revised law broadens the authority of the State to combat terrorism, including FTF issues. The Government has also established Foreign Terrorist Fighters Task Force (FTF-TF) and has enforced law enforcement against FTF returnees.
2. On soft approach, the Government continues to optimize comprehensive de-radicalization, counter-radicalization and counter-narration activities. We bring along various stakeholders including NGOs and civil society organizations (CSOs) to be involved in identifying roots of causes of terrorism and formulating various approach to respond to perpetrators of terrorism. Those steps are imperative to enable them to return to normal life among the society.
3. Another important step is the counter-narrative measures. Currently there are more than 600 millennial youngsters assisting the Government in spreading the message of nation’s peace and unity. This measure is deemed effective since it involves the idea of youth engagement from early stage.
4. The Government has also facilitated a reunion between the victims and the perpetrators of terrorism. This is not an easy job. It takes years for them to meet and forgive each other. This unique approach was aimed to initiate process of forgiving and reconciliation between the ex-terrorists and the victims and its families. The reunion brings along the pledge from the former terrorists to spread message of peace to the public. 
To provide you with clear picture of the reunion process, allow me to play a short video of a reunion between the victims and the perpetrators of terrorism.

(- - Short Video Playing - -)
Regional/Global

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Paragraph 4 of the Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 1945 stated that Indonesia should 

“... contribute to the implementation of a world order 
based on freedom, lasting peace and social justice …”

It then translated into a principle widely-known as “Independent and Active Foreign Policy”. Independent means Indonesia does not side with world powers, since doing so would be incompatible with the country’s national philosophy and identity as implied in Pancasila. Active means that Indonesia does not maintain a passive or reactive stand on international issues but actively contributes to the endeavor of creating world peace. In other words, Indonesia’s independent and active policy is not a neutral policy, but a policy designed to serve the national interest while simultaneously allowing Indonesia to cooperate with other nations. 

Indonesia could not afford to think just within the national territory but need to reach out beyond traditional boundaries. For its part, Indonesia need to team-up with other countries, and taken numbers of regional and global initiatives to prevent and to eradicate terrorism. Such principle is the exact reason why Indonesia presented its candidature and has been elected for the Non-Permanent Seat at United Nations Security Council 2019-2020. We believe that UN Security Council provides platform and opportunities for Indonesia to expand its cooperation with many countries and international organizations on many global and regional issues. I thank the Russian Government’s support for our candidacy.
Indonesia is of the view that regional security and stability is the pathway to prosperity, thus, security must begin from its own backyard. As cornerstone of Indonesia’s foreign policy, Indonesia believes that ASEAN should take the central role in ensuring regional security and stability. In this regard, ASEAN Member States (AMS) has initiated several regional security initiatives to promote cooperation among ASEAN Member States such as: 
· Trilateral Cooperative Arrangement in the Sulu Sea, involving Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines. It is aimed to strengthen cooperation among the 3 countries on information sharing, economic empowerment, education, law enforcement, military, and immigration.

· Sub-Regional Meeting on Foreign Terrorists Fighters (FTF) and Border Management which includes Indonesia, Australia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, and New Zealand. Such mechanism serves as a platform among law agencies and intelligence officer to share information on FTF, engage internet/social media providers, conduct comparative study on the Counter-Terrorism law in the region, and strengthen cooperation among related agencies including immigration offices. 

ASEAN has also established several cooperation mechanisms to interact with its neighboring countries and partners, including Russia, through ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM Plus), and East Asia Summit (EAS). As one of ASEAN key partners, Indonesia took note Russia’s active and constructive approach on many of ASEAN-led mechanisms. 
Within the last 3 years, ASEAN relations with Russia has reached significant milestones, marked by the historical ASEAN-Russia Summit in Sochi in May 2016 to celebrate 20 Years of ASEAN-Russia Partnership. Furthermore, during the ASEAN-Russia Summit in Singapore last November 2018, which were attended by President Vladimir Putin for the first time, both sides has agreed to elevate their level of cooperation into Strategic Partnership. Such status symbolizes trust and commitment of both ASEAN and Russia to further expand their cooperation on many regional and global issues of mutual interests. 

Bilateral
To complement such strategy, Indonesia has been equally active in various bilateral consultation forum for security issues, including with Russia. Under the Declaration on the Framework of Friendly and Partnership Relations Between the Republic of Indonesia and the Russian Federation in the 21st Century banner cemented in 2003 between the then Indonesian President Megawati Soekarnoputri and Russian President Vladimir Putin, both countries have established several high-level dialogue and consultation mechanisms to facilitate in-depth and open discussions on a wide range of issues of mutual interests between both security agencies and leaders.

Recently, we have just concluded the 3rd annual bilateral meeting on Counter-Terrorism at Deputy Minister level in October 2018, bilateral meeting of our Defense Ministers in February 2019, and the 5th Bilateral Consultations on Security Matters between Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security Affairs, Mr. Wiranto and the Secretary of Russia’s Security Council, Mr., Nikolay Patrushev in March 2019. We have also expanded our cooperation on several technical issues such as Chemical, Biology, Radioactive and Nuclear (CBRN), International Information Security and Cyber Security.
Following the bilateral meeting of President Joko Widodo and President Vladimir Putin in Singapore on November 2018, we are pleased to learn that President Putin is planned to pay a state visit to Indonesia on the second half of 2019. During the visit, both Leaders are expected to launch the Declaration of Strategic Partnership marking the new milestone of our bilateral relations. The document will serve as new mechanism in our bilateral relations and enable both sides to further strengthen and expand areas of cooperation.

WAY FORWARD
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Russia is now a key partner both for Indonesia and ASEAN. Such status signifies the importance of Russia as a trusted and reliable partner to address many regional and global issues. As the Country Coordinator for ASEAN-Russia partnership for the next 3 years, Indonesia has already set out 3 priority areas of cooperation, namely Counter Terrorism, Cyber Security and Disaster Management. 
As we all noticed, two of the priorities related to security matters. We are confident that those are issues that both ASEAN and Russia can share experiences, capacities and expertise. We also believe both Indonesia and Russia, together with ASEAN should to take the lead in promoting a comprehensive strategy in fighting terrorism, which emphasizes both hard and soft approaches. Terrorism issue is critical to a comprehensive, multidimensional approach, commensurate with the scale of the challenge we face.

On our part, and for the sake of our guided principle and regional security, Indonesia will continue to invest and lead in ASEAN.
We will also continue to expand our engagement with close friends like Russia.
Together, we will deliver a more peaceful, a more prosperous, and more secure world.
I wish you a very good deliberation.
Thank you.
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